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Executive, observing the same constitutional
forms, to make arrangements for employing it to
the best advantage."
The problem which Jefferson thus put before
Congress was a singularly difficult one. Among
the captives was Captain Richard O'Brien, whose
ship, the Dauphin of Philadelphia, was taken
July 30, 1785. He had a ready pen and, appar-
ently, had unrestricted access to the mails.
His letters were those of a shrewd observer and
depicted a situation that bristled with perplexity.
The Algerines had about a dozen vessels, their
armament ranging from ten to thirty-six guns,
but of these vessels only two belonged to the
Government, the others being private ventures.
Though they preyed on merchantmen, they
avoided engagements, and did not come out at all
if there were vessels cruising for them. A block'
ade was effective only while it lasted. Whenevei
it was raised, out came the Corsairs again. An
occasional bombardment of their port did not cow
them and had no permanent effect. A French
official described it as being "like breaking glass
windows with guineas/' The Algerines made
treaties with some Powers in consideration of
tribute but refused peace to others on any termSj